The City-County Planning Board is preparing a series of Area Plans to implement Legacy on a community level.  The Urban Neighborhoods Area of the city as identified in Legacy has been divided into six Planning Areas.  Plans for four of those areas have been completed and planning staff is now beginning work on a plan for the Southwest Planning Area.  A map of the Southwest Planning Area is enclosed.

The purpose of the plan is to provide detailed recommendations on Land Use, Transportation, Design and Appearance, Housing, Community Facilities, Historic Preservation, and Economic Development. Once adopted, the Plan will be used on an ongoing basis by the Planning Board and City Council to guide land use, infrastructure, and public investment decisions.
Citizen participation is a critical part of the Area Plan process. A Citizens’ Advisory Committee (CAC) is set for each plan to work with staff throughout the planning process.  To work efficiently, we hope to form a group with 12-15 members. The CAC is responsible for guiding this planning process and is essential in the formation of recommendations for the plan. The CAC includes a variety of people, area residents, business owners, development interests and representatives of institutions and organizations. 

We will begin citizen involvement in September with a community visioning meeting open to all citizens.  Following the visioning session, the Citizens’ Advisory Committee (CAC) will begin its work to help establish the future vision for the Planning Area, identify problems and opportunities, and review land use and public investment recommendations consistent with Legacy. 
Community Vision Meeting:  The Community Visioning Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, September 30 from 6:30 to 8:30 pm at the Miller Park Community Recreation Center, 400 Leisure Lane.  We will invite all members of the community to attend to share their vision for the future of the area.  
Orientation Meeting:  Our first Citizens’ Advisory Committee meeting will be scheduled in early October. After introductions, we will have an overview of the Existing Conditions for the study area, the Comprehensive Plan for the County, Legacy, and the Area Plan Process.  The main focus for the evening will be to establish a vision for the future of the area using input from our September 30 meeting.

Future CAC Meetings:  It is anticipated that the Advisory Committee will have 2-3 additional meetings this fall and possibly one in the spring of 2009.  All meetings will be two hours long and held in the early evening.  You will also be asked to attend the meeting of the City-County Planning Board and the Winston-Salem City Council when they consider the plan. 
